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THE MUSICAL TIMES.— March 1, 1856. 



iSrief Clmmule ot the last iftonth. 



Crystal Palace. — During the winter, Saturday Con- 
certs of mingled vocal and instrumental music, have been 
given in various parts of the building, in lieu of the band 
performances which took place upon the terrace, and in 
the centre transept. 

M. H ector Berlioz has gone to Weimar, to superintend 
the rehearsals of his Beuvenuto Cellini, and L'Enfance du 
Christ. 

Paris.— A new society called the " Mendelssohn Quartet 
Society," held its first meeting with a success that augurs 
popularity for Mendelssohn's music- in the French capital. 

Beaumont Institution. — The Limehouse Choral 
Society gave their third concert this season at the Beau- 
mont Institution, on the 13th of February, when they 
performed Handel's Samson; the proceeds being in aid of 
the Grosvenor Street Independent Chapel, Commercial 
Road. 

Aylesbury. — Mr. W. Radway gave a successful concert 
in the Lecture-room, Castle Street, on the 13th of February. 

Richmond (Surrey). — The Amateur Vocal Union gave 
a concert in the new Lecture Hall, on the 12th of February. 
The concert was conducted by Mr. G. Bensted. " Let 
the bright Seraphim," as a duet for violoncello and piano- 
forte, performed by Mr. Etherington and Mr. T. Bensted, 
among other pieces, obtained marked favour. 

Preston. — On the 29th of January, the Choral Society 
performed Handel's Judas Maccabazus, in the Theatre 
Royal. The principal vocalists were Miss Witham, 
Mrs. Paget, R.A.M., Mr. Hargrave, and Mr. Armstrong. 
Conductor, Mr. Fawcett; principal violoncello, Herr Lidel 
harmonium, Mr. Greaves. 

Kidderminster. — On the 7th of February, Mr. and 
Mrs. Paget made their first appearance at the Concert 
Hall, the latter being encored in her first song," A man's a 
man for a' that," composed by Mr. Brooks. The choir 
sang several concerted pieces ; and Mr. W. Haynes, 
organist of the Abbey Church, Malvern, presided at the 
pianoforte. 

Pudsey (Yorkshire). — On the 18th of February, the 
second of a series of cheap People's Concerts took place, 
under the conductorship of Mr. J. L. Senior. The West 
Riding Orchestral Union, and the Glee Singers in con- 
nection with the Mechanics' Institution, have chiefly 
contributed to give these performances effective aid. 

Camberweil. — A class for the practice of the Choral 
Service meets every Thursday evening, under the direction 
of Mr. Cocking, organist of Emmanuel Church. 

Fakenham (Norfolk). — A " Glee and Madrigal Class " 
has been formed in this town (in connection with the 
"Working Men's Mutual Improvement Society") under 
the auspices of Mr. Gaul, connected with the Cathedral 
Choir of Norwich, and organist in the Parish Church. 
The class meets every Friday evening, and already exceeds 
forty in number. 

Nottingham. — A lecture on Church Music, was de- 
livered at the Mechanics' Institution, by the Rev. J. M. 
Wilkins, M. A., on January the 29th. The reverend 
lecturer was supported by a band of forty choristers, 
including the choir of Southwell Minster, and portions of 
the choirs of Sneinton, and other churches in the locality. 
Mr. Chappel Batchelour, organist of Southwell Minster, 
presided at the organ. The Nottinghamshire Guardian 
says :~" The reverend gentlemen, in concluding his lecture, 
made some practical observations and suggestions, which 
if carried into effect, will tend materially to elevate the 
predominant musical taste of the present day. The 
audience were at times very enthusiastic in their demonstra- 
tions of approval." 



Leicester. — Messrs. Nicholson's Annual Concert took 
place on the 12th of February. Madame Rudersdorff, 
Madlle. Rudersdorff, Miss Poole, Miss Manning, and 
Mr. F. Bodda, were the singers on this occasion ; Mr. 
H. Blagrove, concertina ; Mr. II. Nicholson, flute ; Mr. 
A. Nicholson, oboe ; and Mr. H. Farmer, of Nottingham, 
presided at the pianoforte. 

Lynn. — The Musical Union gave their third soiree of 
the season in the Music Hall of the Athenaeum, on the 
13th of February ; when selections from Handel's Samson, 
and a miscellaneous concert, were performed, with Miss 
Helen Taylor as the principal soprano. Conductor, Mr. 
J. Thomson ; leader, Mr. J. Bray. 

Sacred^armonic Society. — Mr. Costa's new oratorio 
of Eli was produced here, on the 16th of February; and 
repeated on the 22nd and 29th. The first evening's 
performance was honoured by the presence of Her Majesty, 
Prince Albert, and some of the younger branches of the 
Royal Family. Arrangements have already been made 
for getting up the oratorio at Dublin, Liverpool, Bradford, 
and other provincial towns. 

Death of Mr. John Braham. — On the 17th Feb. 
a musician who may be said to have formed a connecting 
link between the men of the present generation and their 
grandfathers, breathed his last. Seldom has there been 
so remarkable a case of professional longevity as that of 
Mr. John Braham. There is scarcely a person living too 
old or too young to have heard him sing. Born at London 
in 1774, of parents of the Hebrew persuasion, he is one of 
the many instances of that aptitude of the Jewish race for 
music which can scarcely have escaped the notice of any 
observer of the present age. At a very early age he was 
confided, already an orphan, to the care of Leoni, an 
Italian singer of celebrity, and made his dtbut as a public 
singer before he had attained his 11th year, when, from 
the quality and compass of his voice, he was enabled to 
sing several bravura songs thathad been written for Madame 
Mara. When he lost his boyish voice his future prospects 
appeared doubtful, but he found a generous patron in Mr. 
Abraham Goldsmith, and became a professor of the piano. 
On his voice regaining its power, he went to Bath, and 
there, in the year 1794, made his first appearance at some 
concerts that took place under the direction of M . Rauzzini, 
who, appreciating his talent, gave him musical instruction 
for three years. In 1786, young Braham was engaged by 
the still-remembered composer, Signor Storace, for Drury- 
land Theatre, and his debut (which was in an opera called 
Mahmoud) was so successful, that in the year following he 
was engaged for the Italian Opera-house. Hoping, how- 
ever, to achieve a reputation more permanent than could 
be obtained by any other course, he resolved to visit Italy, 
and there to complete his musical education. Florence 
was the first city in which he appeared in public, thence 
he went to Milan and afterwards to Genoa, at which latter 
place he studied composition under Isola. Leaving Italy 
in consequence of numerous solicitations from his own 
country, where the intelligence of his Italian successes had 
awakened a lively curiosity, he made his debut at Covent- 
garden in 1801. This is the point from which may be 
dated that triumphant career during which he created 
a constant/wore, the effect of which has lasted in some 
degree to the present day. A vocalist who was also an 
accomplished musician was a rare spectacle at the com- 
mencement of the present century, and for many years he 
was without a competitor. Long after his voice had lost 
its original power he was successively engaged at several 
theatres on the strength of a reputation which seemed 
undying, and his proficiency in singing Handel's music 
was universally acknowledged when his career as a 
dramatic Vocalist had reached its termination. The facts 
may be deemed interesting, that the opera in which he 
made his first appearance after his return from Italy was 
a work by Messrs. Mazzinghi and Reeve, entitled the 
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Chains of the Heart ; that for a series of years (terminating 
in 1816) he sung at the King's Theatre, in concert with 
Mesdames Billington, Fodor, and Grassini ; and that when 
Weber composed his opera Oberon for the English stage, 
he was the original Sir Huon. While his success as a 
vocalist was without precedent, Mr. Braham was also 
renowned as a composer. Not only did he write several 
of the most popular songs, but he composed a tolerably 
long list of entire operas, as they were called in their time, 
though, according to the present notions, they were merely 
dramas, interspersed with occasional songs. Of these the 
most celebrated were, perhaps, the Cabinet and the Devil's 
Bridge, relics of which may be found in every old-fashioned 
book. The only vocation which Mr. Braham tried without 
success was that of manager. The St. James's Theatre, 
which was first opened in 1836, never satisfactorily 
answered the purpose for which it was originally intended. 
In private life Mr. Braham was generally respected. He 
moved in good society, and among his acquaintance his 
fame as a man of extensive information and as a humorous 
retailer of anecdote was scarcely inferior to bis reputation 
as a vocalist among the general public. 

Crawley. — A successful Concert was given at the 
Institution here, on Wednesday evening, February 20th, 
by the members of the Church choir, under the direction 
of Mr. Thomas Lloyd Fowle. 

Part I. 

" Hymn of Praise for all Nations." T. L. Fowle. 

Past II. 
Anthem — " Lord, for thy tender mercies' sake."... Farrant. 

Hymn— "Great God of Hosts." T. L. Fowle. 

Anthem— "The Lord is mindful of His own." ... Mendelsohn. 

Chorale {" S S « W p fl «/f V . 0i . Ce " ? aUInB .'"} Mendelssohn. 

0»a»x»t {" C ^ ^L^ denUP . 0n . th . eI *. r . d .-'.'} Mendelsohn. 

Chorus—" O give thanks unto the Lord of Lords," T. L. Fowle. 
A second Concert of sacred music is announced for the 
13th of March. — Brighton Examiner. 

Daventry Glee and Madrigal Society. — A sacred 
Concert was given by this society on Tuesday evening last, 
consisting of a selection from the Messiah. Several instru- 
mentalists gave their services, which greatly added to the 
general effect. All exerted themselves in a most praise- 
worthy manner to render the music with its varied lights 
and shades, so essential to the great work. The choruses 
were given with great precision. The recitatives and airs 
were also very carefully sung, and all passed off to the 
entire satisfaction of an unusually large audience. — 
Northampton Herald, 23rd Feb., 1856. 

CAROLS FOR EASTER.— FOUR SIMPLE CAROLS 
FOR EASTER. The Words and Melodies by the Rev. 
T. Webb, M.A. ; the Harmonies by W. H. Monk, Price 6d. 
London : J. A. Novello, 69, Dean-street, Soho, and 35, Poultry. 

Just Published. 

ANTHEM FOR EASTER.— "NOW UPON THE 
FIRST DAY OF THE WEEK," by William Henry 
Monk, Director of the Choir in King's College, London. 2s. 
Also, " In God's Word will I rejoice." Full Anthem, 
s.a.t.b. is. 6d. 

EW SONG, " HIAWATHA'S FAREWELL," from 
H. W. Longfellow's last work, set to music by 
R. Andrews. — Also, "The Open Window," "Psalm of 
Life," by the same. 2s. each, sent post-free. 

R. Andrews, 84, Oxford-street, Manchester. 

ANDEL Twelve New SACRED SONGS, arranged by 

R. Andrews. Extra Subscription Copies, 7s. 6d. May 
be had of Mr. Andrews, 84, Oxford -street, Manchester. Sent 
post-free. 

/BARTER'S PSALTER; containing the whole of the 
\J Music, as sung at St. Paul's, Knightsbridge (price 18s.), 
Can be had of J. A. • Novello ; Cleaver, Vere street ; and 
Ollivier, 19, Old Bond-street. 



DURING THE LAS? MONTH, 
Published by J. A. NOVELLO. 

JACKSON, W. (Masham). TURN US AGAIN, O 
LORD GOD OF HOSTS. An Air composed for and 
sung by Mrs. Lockey, in the Author's Oratio of Isaiah, is. 

MONK, W. H. NOW UPON THE FIRST DAY OF 
THE WEEK. Anthem for Easter Day. s.a.t.b., with 
Verses for Trebles. 2s. 

IN GOD'S WORD WILL I REJOICE, s.a.t.t.b.b. 

is. 6d. 

SCHOTT, S. A. CHORALE GERMANICA. Original 
Hymns of Luther and his Contemporaries, with a trans- 
lation of the Original Words, for 4 voices, with an Organ er 
Pianoforte Accompaniment. 55. 

TENDALL, HENRY. CHRISTIANS, HAIL THIS 
GLORIOUS DAY. Anthem for Easter Day, for 
s.s.a.t.b. The words by the Rev. J. A. Beckett, B.A. zs. 

WEBB. THE EASTER MORNING ; THE EASTER 
Hallelujah; The Golden Sun; The Bursting of the 
Tomb. Being Four Simple Carols for Easter. The Words 
and Melodies by the Rev. T. W. Webb, M.A. ; the Har- 
monies by William Henry Monk, Director of the Choir in 
King's College, London. 6d. 

HILTON, JOHN. FAIR ORIANA, BEAUTY'S 
QUEEN. Madrigal for s.s.a.t.b. Separate vocal 
parts, 7jd. 

WARD, JOHN. DIE NOT, FOND MAN. Madrigal 
for s.s.a.a.t.b. Separate vocal parts, iojd. 
RATCLIFFE, JOHN. SONGS OF DOMESTIC LIFE, 
No. 1., for four voices. No. r, A World of Love at 
Home, is. 6d. 



MR. COWDEN CLARKE begs to announce to his friend 
the Directors and Members of Institutions, that family 
reasons will in all probability render the approaching Lecture- 
season his last before quitting England. He will be happy to 
treat for the delivery of courses (selected from the following 
subjects) on any dates still left unengaged : — 

Lectures. 
On the Genius and Comedies of Moliere ... ... 4 

On four of the great European Novelists ... 4 

On the Comic Writers of England ... ... 16 

On Shakespeare's Philosophers and Jesters ... 4 

On Shakespeare's Contrasted Characters ... ... g 

On Shakespeare's Subordinate Characters ... 16 

On the Poetry of the Prose Writers ... ... 3 

On Ancient Ballads ... ... ... 1 

On Early British Poets ... ... ... ... 4 

On the British Poets of the Elizabethan era ... 3 

On the British Poets from Charles II. to Queen Anne ... 3 

On the British Poets of the Guelphic era ... 4 

Detailed Syllabus may be had (gratis) on application to 

27, Porchester-terrace, Bayswater. 



Fifth Thousand. For Schools and Singing Classes. 

SILCHER'S MELODIES FOR YOUTH, arranged by 
F. L. Soper. Price is. 6d. paper covers, 2s. 6d. cloth. 
Also in 10 parts, each is, per packet of 13 copies. 

London : J. A. Novello, and Simpkin and Co. 
" One of the best publications of its kind." — Athmeeum. 



Just published, price 2s. 
rnHE BRASENOSE WALTZ, composed by a Member of 
J_ the University. 
London : J. A. Novello, 69, Dean-street, Soho, & 35, Poultry. 



NEW SONG. — " A man's a man for a' that," sung with 
the greatest success by Mrs. Paget (R.A.M.), the new 
Contralto, for whom it it was expressly composed, by Walter 
Brooks. Price 2S. "A most effective and appropriate melody 
to Burns' noble words." — Musical Review. 
London : Campbell, Ransford,& Co., 53, New Bond-street, 



